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To  tbe  Cbairn>ai>  apd  Merpbers  of  tbc 
Greasbrou^b  Urbat?  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  placing  in  your  hands  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  District 
for  the  year  1925,  as  follows  • 


General  Statistics. 

Area  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2413  acres 

(about  52  acres  occupied  by  water) 

Population  (1921)  ...  ...  ..  ...  3213 

(Estimated  for  1925 — 3251). 

Total  number  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  797 

Number  of  Working-class  Houses  ...  757 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £25,864  3s.  7d. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £109  19s.  3d. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Births: — Males,  39;  Females,  33  ...  Total,  72 


Illegitimate...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  22-14 

Birth  Rate  for  previous  year...  ...  15-4 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  1925  18- 3 


Death  Rate. 

Total  Deaths  (corrected)  at  all  ages— Males, 

18;  Females,  9 ...  ...  Total,  27 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  8-3 

Death  Rate  for  previous  year  ...  ...  10’2 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  1925  ...  12-2 


Infant  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 yeat  of  age  per  1,000  Births)— 
Total  Deaths  . ...  •••  • ••  •••  2 

Death  Rate  ..  ...  •••  •••  ...  27*7 

Same  Death  Rate  for  previous  year  ...  40*0 
For  England  and  Wales,  1925  ...  ...  75  0 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1925, 


Scalet  Fever... 

46 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

Small  Pox  ... 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  ... 

1 

Tuberculosis— Pulmonary  ... 

13 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

13 

Total  ...  79 

There  had  been  an  epedemic  of  Scarlatina  during  the  last 
quarter  of  1924,  which  continued  through  January,  1925,  17 
cases;  Feb.,  11  cases;  March,  5 cases;  April,  2 cases;  May,  2 
cases  ; June,  1 case  ; July,  3 cases  ; August,  4 cases  ; and  in 
November,  1 case. 

All  cases  (except  one),  forty-five  in  all,  were  removed 
promptly  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  with  disinfection  of  the 
homes  and  during  holidays  thorough  disinfection  of  the 
Schools. 

There  was  one  case  of  Small  Pox  notified  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  at  Mangham  Quarry.  In  my  opinion  this  was  a “ contact  ” 
from  Rawmarsh,  where  Small  Pox  was  then  assuming  epidemic 
proportions.  The  case  was  promptly  isolated  at  Hoober,  and 
every  effort  made  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading,  by  vacci- 
nation and  supervision ; and  I advised  the  Council  to  have 
Chicken  Pox  added  to  the  list  of  Notifiable  diseases. 
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Tuberculosis. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
Respiratory,  1 ; Non- Respiratory,  1. 

There  were,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  following  cases  on 
the  Register  in  the  District  : — 

Males — Pulmonary,  21 ; Non-Pulmonary,  13 


Females 

18;  „ 8 

39  21— Total  60 

New  cases  notified  in  1925— Pulmonary,  13;  Non-Pul- 
monary, 13. 

The  causes  of  Death  are  shewn  on  the  accompanying 
Table  : — 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  GREASBROUGH  URBAN 

DISTRICT,  1925. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES 

18 

9 

Enteric  Fever 

• • 

Small  Pox 

• • 

Measles 

• • 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

• • 

Diphtheria 

• • 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• • 

Meningococcall  Meningitis 

« • 

Tuberculosis  of  Kespiratory  System  . . 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

Cancer - Malignant  Disease 

2 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Diabetes 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

• • 

1 

Heart  Disease 

3 

Arterio- Sclerosis 

1 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Diarrhoea,  &c  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Preg- 
nancy and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
Premature  Birth 

1 

Suicide  ..  .. 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

• • 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

5 

2 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

• • 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

There  is  a part-time  Medical  Officer ; also  a part-time 
Sanitary  Inspector,  the  latter  being  also  the  Officer  designated 
under  the  Housing  Inspection  Regulations. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows  on  his  work 
during  the  year  : — 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  Nuisances  only  ...  740 

Nuisances  reported  in  1925...  ...  ...  ...  10 

These  were —Broken  Drains  ...  ’ 2 

Blocked  Drains...  ...  1 

Water  in  Cellars  ...  1 

Want  of  Bedroom  Door  1 

Pig-keeping  (insanitary)  3 

Water  Wasting...  ...  2 


These  have  all  been  remedied. 

Houses  fumigated  for  Scarlet  Fever,  45. 

The  Schools  were  all  disinfected  by  spraying  after  each 

holiday. 


Slaughter  House. 

There  is  one  registered  in  the  District.  It  is  badly  placed, 
near  dwelling  houses,  and  close  to  shed  and  piggeries. 

It  is  visited  two  or  three  times  weekly. 

Ihirty-nine  visits  have  been  made,  and  88  carcases 
inspected^ 

In  connection  with  the  private  slaughtering  of  cottagers’ 
pigs,  37  visits  have  been  made  and  35  carcases  inspected. 

Total  carcases  inspected ...  123 

Total  visits  ...  7 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

I have  spent  three  half  days  with  County  Council  Officers 
and  Estate  Agent,  also  the  Medical  Officer,  making  about  15 
visits. 

I find  that  the  places  are  in  the  same  condition  now  as 
when  I previously  reported. 


Scavenging. 

This  is  done  by  Contractor,  and  has  been  fairly  well 
attended  to. 

The  excreta  is  removed  to  tips  on  the  land,  for  farmers’ 
use,  and  the  dry  ashes  to  Clough  Wood. 

The  annual  cost  of  Scavenging  is  £465  9s.  lOd. 


Sewage  Works 

The  new  Sewage  Works  were  opened  on  18th  August, 
1925. 

The  old  works  had  been  in  operation  for  many  years— 
upwards  of  25— and  besides  being  overworked  were  so  situated 
that  they  could  not  deal  at  all  with  the  Sewage  fiom  the 
Maugham  and  Holm  Elat  part  of  the  district.  The  new  works 
are  at  a lower  level,  and  with  the  help  of  an  efficient  pumping 
plant,  deals  with  the  sewage  from  the  lower  part  of  the  district, 
thus  dispensing  with  the  old  aud  admittedly  unsatisfactory 
treatment  at  Mangham  Boad. 

It  is  hoped  that  now  the  conversion  of  privies  into  water- 
closets  will  be  more  rapidly  proceeded  with,  and  in  the  near 
future  Greasbrough  will  be  no  longer  spoken  of  as  £ a midden 
village.” 
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There  are  no  new  privies  being  constructed  now.  During 
1925  there  were  41  new  water  closets  constructed  for  new 
houses  ; 6 privies  converted  into  water  closets,  and  1 water 
closet  constructed  for  old  property. 

The  Nether  Haugh  part  of  the  district  concerning  which  I 
have  for  years  urged  that  something  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
way  of  Sewage  disposal,  is  still  unprovided  for. 


The  Water  Supply  from  Rotherham  County  Borough 
remains  quite  satisfactory . 

Milk,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Greasbrough  produces  a considerable  quantity  of  Milk. 

There  are,  on  the  Register,  14  Cowkeepers,  producing  and 
selling  milk,  and  3 milk  retailers. 

The  conditions  under  which  this  milk  is  produced  are 
therefore  worthy  of  careful  and  painstaking  inspection.  Two 
most  important  considerations  are  the  ventilation  and  lighting 
of  the  Cowsheds.  These  matters  I went  into  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  about  a year  ago.  I found  the 
ventilation  and  the  lighting  of  most  of  the  Cowsheds  very 
defective  indeed. 

The  buildings  are  mostly  structurally  faulty  according  to 
modern  ideas. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  prepared  a report  on  each  building 
inspected,  and  it  was  presented  to  the  Council.  The  owners 
and  tenants  had  the  requirements  of  the  Council  plainly  stated, 

and  so  far  as  I know  there  has  been  no  response. 

* 

I consider  that  now  this  is  the  most  important  matter 
requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

1 also  consider  that  the  Council  ought  to  appoint  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  to  inspect  the  Milk  Cows  at  intervals. 
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Remembering  how  largely  milk  enters  into  the  diet  of  young 
people,  and  its  liability  to  contamination  with  Tubercle,  I am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  Council  ought  to  aim  at  making  the 
milk  sent  out  from  Greasbrough  clean  and  free  from  taint. 
Dingy  cowsheds,  in  which  the  air  is  stagnant,  with  accumula- 
tions of  manure  near  the  doors,  and  festooned  with  cobwebs, 
are  not  the  the  kind  of  places  from  which  we  can  reasonably 
expect  clean  and  untainted  milk. 

Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals,  etc. 

The  old  arrangement  under  which  the  Nurses  from  the 
“ Nurses'  Home  ” in  Purkgate  visited  the  Greasbrough  district, 
was  terminated  at  the  end  of  1921,  and  similar  work  is  now 
done  by  County  Council  Nurses  from  the'  Clinic  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  in  Parkgate. 

The  Centre  there  is  also  visited  by  mothers  and  children 
from  Greasbrough,  and  is  fairly  well  taken  advantage  of. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

For  Infectious  Diseases — The  Joint  Hospital  at  Wath 
Wood,  with  two  Ambulances. 

A small  Hospital  is  reserved  at  Hoober  for  Small  Pox. 

For  Tuberculosis  the  County  Council  provide  a Dispensary 
at  Rotherham,  through  which  suitable  cases  are  sent  to  the 
Sanatoria,  at  the  disposal  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  in  the  District  the  following  : — 

(1)  A Boat  Repairing  Yard. 

(2)  Basic  Slag  Works. 

(3)  Messrs.  Oxley  and  Co’s  Steel  and  File  Works, 

(4)  A Wagon  Repairing  Shop  (Parkgate  Iron  and  Steel 

Co,,  Ltd), 
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(5)  A Corn  Mill. 

(6)  The  South  Yorkshire  Coke  and  Chemical  By-Product 

Works. 

2 Dressmakers, 

3 Joiners’  Shops. 

1 Blacksmith’s  Shop. 

3 Boot  and  Shoe  Bepairers, 

The  Inspector  has  found  nothing  to  take  objection  to,  and 
there  has  been  no  action  taken. 

There  are  no  outworkers, 

Mortuary. 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  a Mortuary  has  been  built 
behind  the  New  Council  Buildings.  It  was  ready  for  use  on- 
30th  December,  1925, 

Housing  during  1925. 

During  the  year  Greasbrough  acquired  42  new  houses  — 
Under  Council  Scheme  ...  ..  30 

By  Private  Builders  ...  ...  12 

There  were  3 old  houses  demolished,  and  regarding  2, 
closing  orders  were  issued,  the  houses  having  been  certified  by 
the  M.O.H.  as  being  in  their  present  state  totally  unfit  for 
habitation. 

Total  number  of  houses  ...  ...  797 

Number  of  Working  Class  Houses  757 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWIN  B.  JAGO, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Unhealthy  Areas— Any  representations  under  part  I.  or  II.  of  the  1890  Act  or  part  IT,  of  1925  Act  ? If  so,  give  par- 
ticulars— None 

Reconstruction  Schemes— Have  L.A.  directed  any  to  be  prepared  under  Sec  39.  of  1890  Act  or  part  If.  of  the  1925  Act? 
None. 
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(Signed),  E.  B.  JAGO, 

Rawmarsh,  June,  1926.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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